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I. 


RECUEIL des Ordonnances , Mande- 
mens & Cenfures de M. lEveque d’Ar- 
ras. A Arras, chez Cafar Duchamp. 
1710. 


That is, A Cofedion of the Ordinances, Man- 
dates, and Cenfures of the Bifhop of Ar- 
ras. Arras, 1710. é# 8vo. pagg. 363. 


T HERE is hardly any thing more generally 


known to thofe , who are converfant in Books, 
than the great Corruptionthat formerly prevail- 
ed among the Clergy. Not to mention feveral Hittories, 
and other Works, which contair a Defeription of their 
Scandalous Behaviour ; the many Canons that were made 
by the Ancient Councils for the Reformation of their 
Manners, fufficiently fhew chat they lived a very difor- 
derly Life. When the Charch is obliged to prefcribe 
Remedies to her own Minifters, ’tis a fign they are grie- 
voufly fick. According to this Maxim, the Clergy of 
the Diocefe of Arras are none of the moft Regular, fince 
their Bifhop found it neceflary to publifh fo many Ordi- 
nances, Mandates, and Cenfures , wherein they are fo 
nearly concern’d. That Illuftrious ¢ Prelate, being fenfi- 
ble that there is nothing more fhameful and more preju- 
dicial to Religion, than to fee the Minifters of the Go- 
{pel difhonour their Character by a vicious and irregular 
Life, has done his utmoft Endeavours to reform his Cler- 
ey, and to put a ftop to the growing Evil. The Colle- 
étion of his Ordinances, &c. is one of the moft curious 
Books, that has been printed this Year; and therefore I 
prefume an Extraét of the moft Remarkable Paflages will 
not be unacceptable to the Readers, 
The Bifhop of Arras publifh’d in 1675 an Ordinance 
ro reftore Ecclefiaftical Difcipline, and to fupprefs feveral 


Abufts. The fame Ordinance was publith’d again in the 
Year 1678. He rightly obferves that the Reformation of 


the Lairy depends upon that of the Clergy ; and com- 
plains that a great many Priefts don’t live according to 
their Charaéter, and far from ating like Chriftians, do not 
behave themfelves' like Men endowed with Reafon. Ma- 
ny have been Guilty of Incontinence, fince the. Bifhop 
forbids his Clergy to keep any fufpicious Maids : And in 
another Place he exprefly enjoyns them not to keep in 
their Houfes any Women whder Forty Years of Age. 
He exhorts them to live Chaflly, Holily , and Religiou/ly. 
One of his Confticutions is exprefs'd in thefe Words : 
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No Confeffor foal have the Power of abjolving any Woman, 
with whom he has committed a Mortal Sin againft Chaftity, ex- 
cept on the point of Death. He forbids them to make aa ill 
ufe of Exorcifms, either for frivolous Things, or upon a 
new Moon out of Superfticion. He will noc allow them 
to dance, and frequent Taverns, nor to play with Coun- 
try People in publick Places. The Monks are forbidden 
to go out of their Convents out of Vanity. 

The following Conftirution is very Remarkable. Lee 
no Confeffor hear the Confefion of any Woman, except in an open 
Place ; and if it bz dark, let a Candle be brought in, ana let 
there be a Lattice between them. 

In the Year 1635. Pope Urban VIIL. order’d his Nuncio 
to write a Circular Letter to all the Bithops, whereby 
they were enjoyn’d not to fuffer Women to fhew their 
Breafts, and wear Patches , and to confefs their Sins, and 
receive the Communion in fuch a fcandalous Drefs. A 
Bull of —_ Innocent XI. was publith'd in 1683. to the 
fame purpofe. ‘That Letter and that Bull have’ been in- 
ferted in this Colle&tion, with a Mandate of the Bifhop of 
Arras relating to the fame Subject, and publifh'’d in 1708. 

Inthe Year 1681. That Prelate condemn’d the ule of 
Plays, efpecially during the Advent and in Lent-time, as 
being a remainder of Paganifm. In 1698. he publith’d 
feveral Regulations concerning Tragedies ated by young 
Scholars: he obferves at the end of his Mandate, thac 
many will be difpleafed with it. But, fays he, Jf J should 
pleafe Men, I fhould not be the Servant of Chrift. 

There are in this Collection feveral remarkable Cenfures 
of very pernicious Books,which plainly difcover the loote 
Principles of feveral Ecclefiafticks in the Diocefe of ar- 
ras, Inthe Year 1697. the Bifhop cenfured Seven Pro- 
pofitions of an extravagant Preacher, who maintain’d in 
the Pulpit, that whoever wears a Scapulary , in Honour 
of the Bleffed Virgin, is fure of his Predeftination and 
Erernal Salvation,and that fuch a Perfon cannot be damon'd: 
The Bifhop condemn'd thofe Propofitions as being falfe, 
and fcandalous, and tending to harden Men in their Sins, 
and to render the Woithip of Mary ridiculous among the 
Hereticks. ! 

A Book , entitled the Charitable Confeffer, ( le Confeffeur 
charitable,) came out inthe Year 1702. The following 

Affertions contain'd in that Book, were condemn'd by 
the Bifhop of Arras. 1.“ Te is a good thing fara Maa 
“ to have been a great Sinner , becaule the Divine Grace 
increafes after his Repentance... 2. Tho’ a Man does 
not feel fo much as Attrition when he repents, yet he 
may obtain rhe Pardon of his Sins, provided he grieves 
that he does not grieve. 3. °Tis no Sin to murmut 
againft God in Attlittions, 4 A Man may be faved, 
tho’ a little while before he dies, he feels neirher Con- 
trition nor the Love of God ; provided he has thoughr 
of Chrift fome time during his Life , and done fome 
good Workin his Name. 5..1f @ dying Man cannot 
go into Heaven thre’ che Merits of Clift, he may be 
admitted into ic thro’ the Interceffion of Mary, ltis Mo 
ther. 6. Whoever worthip{imery. during his Life, can- 
not be damned. 7. He, who often prays in this man- 
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“ner, Dear Jefus, thro’ the Bittermefs you felt upon the Crofs, 
* efpecially when your Soul departed from your Bedy, take pity 
‘on my miferable Soul, when it leaves the Body, may be 
““ faved without going thro’ the Fire of Purgatory. 

The fame Prelate condemn’d in the Year 1703. thir- 
teen Propofitions, contain’d in a Book of a Jefuit ; fome 
of which are exprefs'd in thefe Words. 1.‘* A Sin is 
“ not mortal, unlefs ic be perfe&tly voluntary : But it 
‘« can’t be faid to be perfe@ly voluntary, unlefs the Sin- 
‘¢ ner has a full view of the Malice of it. :. If a Mili- 
“ tary Man, whofe Flight is a fhameful thing, is unjuft- 
«* Jy attack'd, he is not bound to run away, if he cando 
“ it, rather than kill the Aggreffor. 3. It is lawful to 
‘“ killa Thief, if one cannot otherwife recover what is 
“ ftolen, without great Trouble and Charges ; for In- 
“ ftance, without going to Law, Gc. 4. Tho’ the Con- 
‘* jugal Aét is unlawful at certain Times between marri- 
“ ed People ; for Example, by Reafon of Sicknefs, or for 
“© fear of an Abortion ; yet they may perform other Ve- 
“ nereal Aéts, feclufo femper periculo Pollutionss : The fame 
“ may be faid in Cafe of Impotency in a married State. 
“ ¢ If a Judge receives a Prefent for an unjuft Sentence, 
“ he may keep ir. 6. A Witnefs, being duly interroga- 
“ ted by a Judge, is not bound to fpeak the Truth, if he 
‘ is afraid that he or his Friends will receive any confide- 
“ rable Damage from it. 7. Whoever {wears either out 
“ of Rafhnefs and Inadvertence , or out of Cuftom and 
“ Anger, or any other Paffion, is not guilty of a Mortal 
“ Sin, tho’ he afirmsa Falfiry. 8. A Confeffor is not 
“ bound to exhort his Penitent to repair one’s Honour, 
‘“‘ orto make Reftitution, if there is no Hope of fuc- 
“ ceeding in it, and if the Penitent is fully perfuaded 
“ that he is not obliged to do it: For then he ought to 
‘ be left co himielf. 

In the fame Year, the Bifhop of Arras condemned 
XXKIL. Propofitions in ehe Moral Works of a Jefuir, 
among which thefe are che moft Remarkable. 1. “ If a 
“* tutheran Tays, when he's a dying, I defire to die in the 

“ teue Religion, but I don't know which is the true One: The 
“Lord be merciful unto me: he may be faved. 2. If a Lu- 
‘* theran upon his Death-bed confeffes his Sins, and re- 
“ ceives the Communion from a Catholick Prieft, who 
‘ pretends to be a Lutheran Minilter, he may be faved. 
‘“« 9.'Tho’ a Man fays his Prayers with voluntary and con- 
“ tinual Diftraftions, he prays well, provided he do it 
“ with an Intention of Praying. 4. A Son may lawful. 
** ly rejoyce for having kill'd his Father in a DrunkenFir, 
‘‘ becaufe he will by that means inherit a great Eftate. 
“©. Teis a lawful thing co kill an unjuft Aggreffor, ra- 
“ ther than run away, when it can’t be done without Ig- 
“ nominy. 6. When a Man pulls off his Cloaths, and lies 
© for fome Hours in the fame Bed witha Woman, being 
“ contented with Kifles and lafcivious Touches, a Con- 
‘* fellor cannot refufe him the. Abfolution, nor to the 
“ Woman, tho’ they have not given over the defign of 
‘* doing the fame again. * 7. Theologically and properly 
‘ fpeaking, a Manis not drunk , when he deprives him- 
“ {lf of his Reafon by drinking, for fome other Caufe 
‘« than mere Pleafure. 8. Equivocations and mental Re- 
‘« feryarions are always lawful in Oaths, if any real Be- 
“ nefit arifes from them, @e. 

In 1708. the Bifhop condemn’d XXII. Propofitions 
contain’d in a Book of an Anonymous Author, againft the 
Secrecy of Confeffion, That Author gave the Con- 
feffors a full Powerof imparting to others the Secrets com. 

municated to them by their Penitents. 


The Bifhop of Arras can never be fufficiently com- 
mended for his Vigilance and conftant Application in re- 
forming the Manners of his Clergy , and condemning 
fuch horrid and pernicious Do&trines. 
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AN EXTRACT Of a- Difcourfe 
of MDE REAUMUR, Member 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences , 





DeECEMBER 





1710. 


concerning the New Dicfovery of the Silg 
of Spiders, mention d in the XXth Shee; 
of thefe Memotrs. 


N the rath of November, N. S. the Royal Acadcrms 

of Sciences met, as they ufe to do every Year, afte, 

St. Martin's Day. M. Cafini open’d the Aflembly with 

the Reading of a Difcourfe concerning the Flux and Re. 

flux of the Sea. In the next place, M. de Reaumur read 

Differtation concerning the New Difcovery of the 

Silk of Spiders. Nexttohim, M. Mery imparted to the 

Affembly his Obfervations upon the Mufcles of Rivers 

and Ponds. Laftly, M. Hombert read a Difcourfe upon 
Metallick Vegetations. 

That Illuftrious Society being informed of M,. Bon’ 
Difcovery concerning the Silk of Spiders, and being 
wholly intent upon the Promoting of the Publick Goog 
charged M. de Reaumur to make the neceflary Obferya. 
tions upon that Difcovery. Their Defign was nor, thar 
he fhou'd enquire into the Poffibility of the Thing 
fince it had been demonftrated by M. Bow ; but oniy 
examine whether the Charges of the Manufa&tures 
would not fink the Profit that might arife from thar 
Eftablifhment. In a word, they order’d him to cop. 
fider, whether, all Things being duly weigh’d, and af. 
ter an exact Compenfation, Spiders fhould be prefer g 
to Silk-Worms. 

M. de Reaumur having made his Obfervations upon 
that Subje€&t, communicated them to the Aflembly. Ip 
the Beginning of his Difcourfe, he beftowed upon M. 
Bon all the Encomiums due to that Dluftrious Magi. 
ftrate, and then proceeded in the following map. 
ner, 


I, He own’d, as well as M. Bon, That Flies are the 
moft common Nourifhment of Spiders ; but he obfer. 
ved, that fuppofing it ‘were poffible to catch al! the 
Plies, that are to be feen in France ; they would 
hardly be fufficient to nourifh fuch a Number of Spi. 
ders, as would be requifite to make a confiderable Quan. 
tity of Silk. 

In the next place, having obferved that Spiders eat all 
the other Infeéts, that are intangled in their Webs ; the 
Queftion, faid he, is only to find a fort of Infeés, a fuf. 
ficient quantity whereof may be had at any time, and 
without any great trouble. Worms appeard to me the 
only Infe&ts proper for the continual nourifhment of Spi. 
ders: There are vaft Quantities of rhofe Animals ; the 
Gardens and Fields are full of em. Every body has ob. 
ferv'd, thatafter a rainy Night, the Walks of Gardens are 
cover'd with {mall Heaps of Earth of a round Figure, with 
feveral Windings, like thofe of aSpisal Line. There isa 
Hole in every one of them, through which the Worms 
come our of the Ground inthe Nighr. “Tis alfo an eafy 
thing to get thole Infedts, if they be lookd for in the 
Night, wich a Candle, and at a time when there has been 
ne jong Drought. ‘Tis true, I neyer found any fuch 
Worms in the Webs or Holes of Spiders : thofe Inteéts 
creeping upon the Ground, and having a confiderable 
Weight and Strength, cannot fall into thofe Webs and 
Holes, nor can the Spiders catch them. However, I 
thought they would afford the moft proper Food for thofe 
Infects ; and I was net deceived in my Expe@ation. Ha- 
ving therefore fhut up in feveral Boxes many large Spiders 
of various Kinds, which had’ been alive all rhe Winter, 
( for fome live many Years, ) I gave ‘em feveral pieces of 
Worms, and kept ’em alive by that means. 

However, this Experiment would not have been fuffi- 
cient to convince me, that this is a proper Food for Spr 
ders, tho’ they lived feveral Months after. 1 had made it, 
becaufe a former Experiment would have rendred the 
thing doubtful. I kept a Houfe-Spider: alive above three 
Months, without giving it any Food... Befides, ’tis well 
known that fmall Spiders, hatch’d in the Month of Sé@- 
tember, will live about eight or nine Months without Eat- 
ing any thing. Bur having enclofed thofe Spiders in Boxes 
cover'd with a Glafs, I could eafily ebferve, whether they 
ftuck to the Food I had given them ;.and Ifaw them at 
tack thofe pieces of Worms, which have a Motion, tho 
dividéd from the reft of the Body ; ~as they attack thofe 
Infects, that have ftill fome. Strength left, after they have 
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been entangled in their Webs. The various Motions of 
thofe pieces of Worms excited thofe ravenous Infetts. 
Belides, they were as large and as quick as before ; where- 
as thole, which I did not fupply with Food, grew {maller 
and weak. Laftly, What affords the beft proof, is, chat 
many made their Cods, in which many Eggs were en. 
clofed. 

Afterwards I made ufe of feveral Sorts of Meat, ¢o try 
whether they would prove as good a Food for thofe In- 
fects ; for tho’ Worms be never fo convenient, Meat 
would more ealily be had. Burt I perceived they did not 
care for it; and that when they met it, they feldom fell 
upon it, becaufe the fierce Nature of Spiders wants to be 
provok'd by living Animals. 

I thought of another Food, which perhaps might fup- 
ply that Advantage , becaufe Spiders relith it very well, 
The Young ones, that have newly left ticir Cods, hike it 
better than any other Food. I made ufe of it for no other 
Reafon, but becaufe it appear’d to me to have fome rela- 
tion with the tender and foft Fleth of thofe Infects, which 
Spiders ufe to fuck: Ic conlifts in that fofe Subftance, 
with which the Feathers of young Birds are fill’d, before 
they are perfectly grown. 

Every body knows, that thofe young Feathers, when 
pluck’d our, are bloody at the end, and che Quills foft. 
Belides, thote who cuc or fqueeze thofe Quills , will find 
them full of a foft Sub{tance, and furnith’d with many 
imall Veflels, which let out Blood when they are cut. 
Having piuck’d out many fuch Feathers OF young Pigeons 
and of old ones, from which I had taken fome ume be- 
fore the large Feathers of their Wings and Tails ; I di- 
vided them into feveral {mall Pieces , of the Leng.h of a 
Line, or half a Line : E gave thofe imall Pieces to the 
Spiders, which pleated them very well. The young ones, 
eipecially, I mean chofe I had kepe in their Cods, which 
they had newly left, feem’d co like them better than any 
other Food 1 faw, fometimes Five ar Six together, up- 
ona fmall Piece of a Feather, which every one of ’em 
fuck’d in chat Pare where it had been cut. 

Hitherto every thing feems to go well for Spiders : 
We have found a plain Food, which feems to be the only 
thing we wanted. Perhaps tome other Nourifhment no 
lefs convenient, will be found in time even among la- 
feéts ; and in the mean while one may ufe this, which 
may be as eafily had as the Leaves of Mulberry-Trees, 
and is more convenient., fince it requires no manner of 
Care, and is to be found in all Countries, without fearing 
the tharpeft Winters. The Cooks-Shops would afford 
a vait Quantity of thofe young Feathers: One might 
have more than enough, by breeding Chicken or Pigeons, 
whofe Feathers might be pluck’d our now anéd.then, 
without hindring them trom laying and: hatching. their 
Eggs, as 1 have experimented. But ic will appear 
from what I am going to fay, thar a great Abatement 
muit be made, whenever we undertake to breed a, futs 
ficient Number of Spiders, to furnifh whole Manu- 
fattures with their Silk. : 

As foon as the young Spiders Teave the Silk, in 
which they, ace enclofed, theyteem to be in a per- 
fet Union. They work m Concert on the fame Web: 
Some ftretch our new Threads: over thofe that were 
fpun our by others; bot their Agreement ois) of no 
long Continuance. I dittribured m different Boxes) 
bouc Four or Five Thoutand Spiders, which hed Jefe 
their Cods: I pure Two or Three’ Hundred into: fome 
Boxes ; and a Hundred, or Fifty, or even fewel, into 
others. Thole Boxes had about the Length and the 
Breadth of a Card cto play withal: it was adufhciene 


Space for fuch little Animals; and I had obferved cliat. 


they ftuck to the Glafs which cover'd thofe Baxes.. I 
made a Hole in every one of em ata Line's Diftaace 
from the Glafs, thro’ which I let in a Card refting 
upon the Breadth of che Box: That Card, did fuffici- 
ently ftop the Hole , to hindex the Spiders from gesting 
away. I putebe Food, which feem’d to me proper for 


them, upon tliat Card neag the inward Surface of the. 


Box or Glafs, that the Spiders might be nearer ir, and 
that thofe, which were at the bottom, or on the fides of 
the Box, might come to it. I took care to make a great 
many Holes ; by which means it was an eafy thing to 
feed many Spiders in alictleziaie. “They appear’d very 
greedy of that Food for feveral Days, and many ftuck to 
the fame Piece of a Quill. 
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But their fierce Nature broke out at lat: The largeft 
and the ftrongeit ace up the tmalieit and the weakett. 
Every time I look’d upon them, I taw a {mall one become 
the Prey of a larger one ; and, fome time after, I had 
hardly above One or Two left tn each Box. 

I was not ignorent that the Jarge Spiders fight fome- 
times when they meet ; buc chere was fome probability 
that being bred together, they would grow more tocia- 
ble ; as we fee that Chicken and young Turkeys, bred 
in the fame Yard , live quictly together , tho’ they attack 
the new Comers, fo far as to kill them. The large Spi- 
ders don’t eat one another fo frequently as thofe that are 
{maller ; either becaufe they don’t want fo much Bood, 
or becaute they are more heavy, and don’t care fo much 
to ftir. Their Propenfity to devour one another, is ‘part. 
ly the Reafon why there are fo few Spiders, in proporti- 
on to the prodigious Number of their Eggs. 

[know there are feveral forts of Tntects chat eat them. 
Pliny mentions a kind of Hornets and Lizards, that feed 
upon them. I have feen fome fmall Lizards catch ‘em 
with great dexterity : However, I believe they would be 
infinitely more plentiful, if they did noc devour one ano- 
ther. | 

It feems therefore, that the only way of breeding Spi- 
ders, is to lodge them by themfelves. One might have 
feveral Boxes divided into many little Cafes ; and I have 
done it : But che Charges of Feeding each Spider {eparate. 
ly would not be proportion'd to the Profit that might arife 
fromit. This way might be tried, had we not the come 
mon Silk after a manner infinitely more convenient, 

I know one might find out thorter ways to feed them 
by themlelves ; and I have thought of fome, chat would 
take up lefs time than isrequilite to feed Sulk-Worms. 

The necefliry of placing each Spider by it elf, is ar. 
tended with another Inconvenience, whereby the Advan- 
tage thofe Inlects have over Silk-Worms, by Reaton of 
their Fruictulnefs, will be very much leffen'd : For no 
ufe can be made of it, without keeping a great Number 
of Eggs impregnated by Copulation ; which requires that 
Spiders fhould be put together, I know there is a time 
when a gentle Fermentation, which happens in thofe In- 
fe&s, takes off their natural Fiercenefs ; and char they 
might then be lodged together without any Danger : But 
how can any one exactly know that time, which quickly 
precedes the laying of their Eggs ? One might eafily find 
it, if all of them lay theit Egps much abour the fame 
time. But fome lay chem feveral Months ‘before others. 

The Fruirfulnefs of Spiders is prodigious, as M. Box 
has well obferved: But after all, Silk-Worms are fuffici- 
ently Fruitful, tho’ we fhould fuppofe citey don’t lay 
above a hundred Eggs, or thereabouts, Forty whereof 
hardly afford. Worms that make their Cods ; wheteas Spi. 
ders lay about fix or feven hundred Eggs. Bur I have ob- 
ferved that all the Silk-Wormis; which F fave bred, to 
make an exatt Compariion of their Silk wick that of Spi- 
ders, did always lay about threg ‘or four hundred Eggs. 
It plainly appears that the Nuinber of Silk-Worms may 
be multiplied as unuch as one will ; which depends only 
upon’ the Quantity of their Pggs : Phe great quanriry of 
Silk, whictrchey afford now in Exrop?’, where chitre were 
no Silk-Worms before, isa fafficient Proof of it “And 
therefore it would be no difficule thing to Ave’ in time 
fach a Number of Silk-Wordts, as much exceeding thar 
which we have now, as that which we haVe“exceeds the 
finalt Quantity of Eggs, that were brought frony the £47? 
into Europe. But they muft'be ‘fudged, tentted) “and fed' ; 
Which is the Reafon why no’éare is taken to breed greater 
Numbers, becaufe the Price of Sitk would fall, and thofe 
who breed Silk- Worms, would got be paid: proportiona- 
bly to their Pains. . 

Ic feems hitherto, that Silk-Worms do much exceed 
Spiders, becaufe they may ealily be bred ; and conféquent. 
ly thar little can be expected from the new Silk, unleéfs it 
be mort confiderable than the off, for its Beauty Strength, 
or great Quantity. This F fhalf examine in the fecond 
Article. © 


This Extra& will be continued in the mext Sheee. 
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Reland, Profeffor of this Univerfity, is faid to be 
M. the Author of the following Book. 

Brevis Introduftio ad Grammaticam H ebraam Altingianam, 
in ulam Academia Trajeina. Accedit ad exercitium Ana- 
ly(eos liber Ruth cum Commentariis Rabbinic , oO Obfer- 
wationibus Maforethicis , Hebraice G Latine. TrajeGi ad 
Rhenum. 1710. in 8vo. 

The following Commentary of Abarbanel has been re- 
printed here, from the Helmftad-Edition, 173. 

R. Abarbanelis Commentarius in Prophetam Habacuc, 


Hebraice @ Latine. Trajei Batavorum, 1710, in 8vo. 


MARPURG. 


N\ Hombergk has put out an Effay of a new Latin 
n 1. Tran{lation of Jufinian’s Novels. He defigns 
to go on with that Work. ) 

Authentica , few Novela Conftitutions prime Dn. Jufti- 
niani Sacratif[. Princips , nova Verfio, Notwu Criticu per- 
petuis Cr Commentario illuftrata ; Cura Fob. Frider, Hom- 
bergk , Prof. Jur. in Acad. Marburg. Marburgi Cattorum. 


i711. in ol. 


NAPLES. 


A Latin Difcourfe, pronounced in 1708, by M. Vico, 
Profeffor of Eloquence in this Univerfity, has been 
lately printed with this Title. 

De nofiri temporis fiudiorum ratione Differtatio a Jo. Baptis 
fla Vico Neapolitano , Eloquentia Prof: ffore Regio, in Regia 
Regni Neapolitani Academia, XV. Kal. Nov. Anno 1708. ad 
Litterarum ftudiofam Juventutem folemniter habita, deinde 
autla. 1712.im 12. pagg. 126. 

The Author treats of the feveral Sciences which ought 
to be ftudied , and teaches us how they may be well 
learn’d- He explains the Method of the Ancients in 
their Studies, and fhews that it was very different from 
that which is obferved in our Days. 

He particularly enlarges upon Jurifprudence , and pre- 
tends that before the Empire of Hadrian, who affumed 
the Authority of interpreting the Laws, none, but Pra- 
&itioners, were allowed to teach the Civil Law. It was 
then, fays he, that Jurifprudence , which had been ac. 
counted a Science, became an Art. The Profeffors be. 
gan to write many Volumes to teach the Rules of ic. 
Under the Empire of Conftantine they were publickly 
taught at Rome, and at Conftantinople: afterwards, the Em. 
perors Theodofine and Valentinian forbad to teach the Civil 
Law in private Schools. What Advantage did that Al. 
reration produce? This Science, which was formerly di- 
vided among Philofophers, Orators, and Jurifts , is now 
allotted to the Civilians ; and they fetch a greater Light 
trom a bare Expofition of a Fatt, than from all the Argu- 
ments of Philofophy, and the Ornaments of Eloquence. 
The Author proceeds to Difcourle of Printing ; and pre- 
tends it has been of no great ufe for the Improvement of 
Learning. Bad Books, fays he, have been multiplied by 
it ; whereas, before it was found out, none but good 
Books were tranfcribed and read. 


FLORENCE. 


VM Brenkman, a Flemifh Gentleman, is wholly ta-, 
(VJ. ken up with Collating the famous Manufcript , 
of the Pande%s, whertin he is aflifted by M. Antonio 
Maria Salvini , who is a:good Critick. The latter is 
alfo very bufy in Comparing the Baflica, and other’ 
Greek Monuments, with the Civil Laws. 
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PADUA. 


M Valifnieri, Profeffor of Phyfick in this Univerfity, 
LV]. and Fellow of the Royal Society, has publifh’g 
a Differtation concerning the Obfervations made by M. 
du Verney the Younger, in 1703. upon the petrified Brains 
of an Ox. 

Confiderazzioni ed Efperienze intorno al creduto cervello d, 
bue impetrite, vivente ancor [ animale, prefentato dal Sig. Ver. 
ney il giovane all Academia Real di Parigi. Fatte da Anton, 
Valifnieri, & da lui fcritte all Iluft. ce Reverend. Sig. Abb. 
Anton, Contr. in 4t0o. 

The Author maintains, 1. That this pretended Petrifj- 
cation is not fo extraordinary as M. du Verney thinks : To 
prove it, he fayshe knows five fuch petrified Brains jn 
Italy; viz. Two, which he has in hisHoufe; a third, lodged 
in the Cabinet of Cavalier Tettz ; another, in that of 
Aldrovandus at Rologna ; and another, in that of M. Ruz. 
zini, a Senator of Venice. 2. M. Valifnieri pretends thar 
thofe Brains are not petrified, and mentions the Reafons 
and Experiments, which moved him to follow that Opi. 
nion. This Work is adorn’d with Ten Copper-Cuts. 


TOULOUSE. 


Ather Perrin, a Jefuit, has put out an Abridg. 
ment of Divinity. 
Manuale Theologicum, five Theologia Dogmaticas © Hifto- 
rica, ad ufum Seminariorum, Tolofe, 1710. im 126. 


PARTS.. 


Dy Sommier has publifh’d a Dogmatical Hiftory of 
Religion under the Law of Natute. 

Hiftoire Dogmatique de la Religion fous la loi naturcle, 
avec t’ Apologie de la Raifon © de la Foi, contre les Pyra 
rhoniens les Incredules , dediée a Notre Saint Pere le 
Pape; par M. Fean Claude Sommier, Protonotaire Apofto- 
lique, Predicateur ordinaire de S. A. R. Monfeigneur le Duc 
de Lorraine, © Curéde Champs. Paris, 1710. In Two 
Volumes in 4to. 

Thefe Two Volumes are only the Beginning of a large 
Work, The Defign of the Author is to publith a Dog. 
matical Hiftory of Religion under the Law of Nature, 
the written Law, and the Law of Grace. He attacks the 
Scepticks, in a preliminary Differtation confifting of 
Two Parts: The firft is, properly fpeaking, an Apolo. 
gy for Reafon ; and the Second, an Apology for Faith, 
He has inferted in the firft Part an Hiftory of Pyrrbonifm, 
wherein he gives a clear Account of what we read in the 
Ancients concerning that Sect. 


On the 25th of September the Bifhop of Metz, Commans 
der of the Order of the Holy Ghoft, and firft Almoner to 
His Majefty, was admitted into the French Academy inthe 
room ot the late Duke of Co/fin his Brother. He made 
an eloquent Difcourfe, which was anfwered by the Abbot 
de Choify. Before the Affembly broke up, M. de la Mothe 
Houdart, being defired to communicate fome of his Works, 
read a Book of the Iliad, which he has lately cranflared 
into French Verfe. He takes a great Liberty in his Tran- 
flation, and frequently departs from his Original. His 
Defcription of the Shield of chives is quite different 
from that of Homer. 


On the : 4th of this Month (November ) the Royal Aca- 
domy of. Medals and Infcriptions had a publick Meeting. The 
Abbot de Boiffy open’d the Affembly with the reading of 
aDiffertation concerning Expiations. Next to him, the 
Abbot Couture read a Difcourfe concerning the Suppe's of 
the Romans. “And then the’ Abbot Simon read a Diifertas 
tion concerning Prefages. 
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